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Description
"Quatre Nos Violets" by Jean Fautrier. Color etching and aquatint, Jacques David-Printer, 1942,
signed and numbered--2/50, (14 3/4in x 11 5/8in), excellent condition, archivally matted and framed
(frame has some minor imperfections.) Jean Fautrier was born in Paris in 1898. He was given his
unwed mother's surname and raised by his grandmother until she and his father both died in 1908.
He then moved to London to be with his mother.[1] There, in 1912, he began to study at the Royal
Academy of Art. Unsatisfied by instruction he thought too rigid, he left to study briefly at the Slade
School, which was reputed to be more avant-garde. He was disappointed again and decided to go it
alone, devoting himself to painting. The works he saw in the Tate Gallery made a far greater
impression on him; he especially admired the paintings of J. M. W. Turner. He was called up for the
French Army in 1917, but was discharged in 1921 due to his poor health. He first exhibited his
paintings at the Salon d'Automne in 1922 and at the Fabre Gallery in 1923. It was at the Galerie
Fabre that he met art dealer Jeanne Castel, his first collector and friend. It was the same year that he
began producing etchings and engravings. His first solo exhibition was at the Galerie Visconti in
Paris, in 1924.[1] Fautier In 1927, he painted a series of pictures (still lifes, nudes, landscapes) in
which black dominates. In 1928 he met André Malraux through Castel. Malraux asked Fautrier to
illustrate a text of his choice, but copyright issues kept him from using his first choice, Arthur
Rimbaud’s ‘’Les Illuminations’’, and he settled instead with Dante’s Inferno. He produced 34
lithographs, but the publication, proposed by Gallimard, was deemed impossible and the project was
abandoned in 1930. Until 1933 he divided his efforts between sculpture and painting. Short on funds,
he spent the years 1934–1936 living in the resort of Tignes, where he made his living as a ski
instructor and started a jazz club.[1] In 1939, just was World War II was beginning, Fautrier left the
mountains, moving to Marseille, Aix-en-Provence, and Bordeaux before finally returning to Paris in
1940 and starting to paint once again. In Paris he met several poets and writers for whom he created
illustrations. In January 1943, he was arrested by the German Gestapo. After brief imprisonment, he
fled Paris and found refuge in Châtenay-Malabry, where he began work on the project of the Otages
(or "Hostages"). These paintings were a response to the torture and execution of French citizens by
the Nazis outside his residence, and were exhibited in 1945 with the Drouin gallery. In the years that
followed, Fautrier worked on the illustrations of several works, among them Alleluiah by George
Bataille, and made a series of paintings devoted to small familiar objects. His late work is abstract,
generally small in scale, often combining mixed media on paper. In 1960 he won the international
grand prize at the Venice Biennale as well as another major award at the Tokyo Biennale the
following year. He died in Châtenay-Malabry in 1964, the same year in which he had made donations
to the Musée de l’Ile-de-France in Scaux and Musée d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris. A
retrospective of his work opened there later that year and was organized by the Gianadda
Foundation at Martigny in January–March 2005. His works can be found in major museums including
LA Museum of Comtemporary Art, Museum of Modern Art, NY and the Tate.
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Main Image:
DetailsPeriod: MID-CENTURY MODERN
Category: ART
Condition: Excellent condition, archivally matted and framed.
Dealer Ref: A 568
- Height: 14 3/4
- Width: 11 5/8

Dealer:

20th Century Collection.com

Phone: 215-539-0192

More InfoDesigner: Jean Fautrier
Country of Origin: France
Material/tecniques: Etching and aquatint in colors.

20th Century Collection
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